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stance of uncertainty^ the capacity of ice to water has been found as 9 to 10 by one per-son, and as 7*2 to 10 by others 3 such wide difference in the results shows there must be a difficulty in determining* the specific heat of ice, and that it may even be doubted whether the specific heat of Ice or water is greatest.
From the foregoing1 detail of experiments on elastic fluids, it appears evident that such fluids exhibit matter under a form in which it has the greatest possible capacity for heat, when capacity is understood to denote the total quantity of heat connected with the fluid; bat if the capacity or specific heat is meant to denote the quantity of heat necessary to raise the body a given number of degrees of temperature, then the elastic fluid form of matter is that which has the least capacity for heat of any known form of the same matter. When therefore we use the terms specific heat as applied to elastic fluids we should henceforward carefully distinguish in what sense they are used; but the terms may still be indifferently used in the one or the other sense as applied to liquids and solids, till some more decisive experiments shew that a distinction is required. Probably the ano-